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Field of the Invention The present invention relates to an image forming apparatus and a
method for manufacturing a thin type electrophotographic image forming apparatus. 2.

Description of the Related Art Recently, it has been demanded to enhance a performance of
electrophotographic image forming apparatus for copying or printing, and also, it has been

demanded to miniaturize the apparatus. In particular, a size of developer fixing part is
determined based on a size of the apparatus, and further, it also depends on a dimension of

the sheet which is set in an apparatus. Therefore, a size of a fixing unit, and a size of developer
containing box are limited in its miniaturization, and there is a limitation in miniaturization of

the apparatus from its structural viewpoint. In order to solve this problem, Japanese Patent No.
02-316257 proposes a structure in which a heat pipe is used in a heating member or a pressing

member. This structure can heat or cool a member by heat conduction, and is especially
excellent in terms of miniaturization. Concerning a structure of a fixing unit, Japanese Patent

No. 02-255958 proposes a structure in which two fixing rollers are arranged in a perpendicular
direction to a conveying direction in which a sheet passes through a fixing roller, so as to be

apart from each other, and as a result, a transfer
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