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is unlike almost any other city in the world.
But through the course of history, not just

in recent years, downtown has always
been the heart of the city, and I think that

continues to be true.” Schoor says he
wants to make the buildings downtown

more affordable so they can be used. The
plan, which he says would not require

dedicating new public land, is to restore
the area’s existing density and connect it
with the path of the river. “If you look at

the core of the city, you see a lot of really
interesting, beautiful historic buildings that

were built before the city was
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incorporated,” he says. “They range from a
young white architect building a red-brick

building from 1868 to 1880 to a well-
preserved building from 1930 by a well-
known architect. They can exist side by

side.” Schoor says if the river is turned into
a path, it could bring a lot of new life to the
area. He says a bus line could connect the
Riverfront with the rest of the city. People
could walk or bike to work or school. “In

the city of Minneapolis, we’re racing out to
get new housing. There’s a lot of pressure

and demand. The city looks at that housing
as subsidized housing because there are
so many older buildings in the city,” he
says. “Why not take advantage of that?
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Why not have affordable housing in
existing old buildings? That is such a
unique opportunity.” The other, more
difficult part is clearing out the huge

clutter left behind by the 2016 Vikings
stadium deal. That includes a huge
scoreboard, the current home of the

football team, which Schoor says will move
to the University of Minnesota’s new

football stadium. Schoor says the
“cleanup” process in
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