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KeyÂ .European-wide Expert Consultation Regarding
the European Citizens' Initiative Towards a European

Charter of Citizens’ Participation Avanti la
consultation publique! 22-25 June 2015, Brussels

The European Union has a duty to hear the voices of
European citizens. To realise this duty, the European
Commission released in 2013 a consultation entitled

“From legislative process to hearing and dialogue
with citizens: an opportunity for Europe”. Together

with the Council of Europe, the European Parliament
and other stakeholders, the Commission has put

forward their vision for reform. The Consultation is
aimed at fostering more conversation and dialogue

between European citizens and the European
institutions, and includes the following key

proposals. European Citizens’ Initiative This proposal
is aimed at contributing to increasing the

implementation of the proposed Charter. It is also
aimed at helping European citizens to express
opinions on issues that are of interest to them

and/or which concern them directly. In line with the
draft Charter, the European Commission would
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introduce the possibility of citizens initiating
measures in the EU, subject to certain criteria. The
European Commission will organise a consultation
with the public to find out how European citizens
feel about the idea. The consultation, which is not
intended to give citizens a say in the development
of the Charter, would seek to assess the following

issues: The interaction of initiatives and democracy
How initiatives could be used The place of the
European Commission in the outcome of the

consultation The wording of the Charter The Council
of Europe Participants to the consultation The

Charter would only be valid in the Member States of
the Council of Europe, provided that in line with

Article VII of the
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