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.ETLV screenshot The government of Sri Lanka has ordered the evacuation of the island nation's
port of Vavuniya, where Tamil Tiger rebels hold on to several strategic positions, a coastal source
said Wednesday. "The evacuation has been ordered," the source told RFA's Tamil service. "But the
fighting will continue until the operation is completed." The source added that the government had
also decided on the surrender of all remaining separatist fighters. "The last reports say that they
[rebel leaders] are waiting for orders from India to surrender," the source said. "The orders are to

finish the operation before [the end of] the day today," he said. After a brief lull on Wednesday,

continued fighting was reported overnight in the area around the port. Officials said fighting

continued until about 4:00 p.m. (1700 GMT) in the densely populated area of Kattha, about 10

kilometers (6 miles) from the coastal town of Vavuniya. "They had to attack Kattha again this
morning," said a local police official, who asked not to be identified. "But the army quickly
captured it and retook it back." Most of the fighting so far has been concentrated on Kattha, he
said. The official said the army was trying to cut off the retreat route of the rebel troops and
prevent them from escaping from the mainland. Rebels 'gaining' ground Separatist commanders in

Vavuniya said several military convoys were in transit to the mainland, as the army went on the

offensive. "Our forces have captured an area that was surrounded by the army," said Kamalesh
Latheef, leader of the rebel Vavuniya Youth Federation. "We are waiting for more orders before we

move on." Sri Lanka's military had said Friday it was pushing for the evacuation of the port
because it had failed to consolidate its gains. A rebel source told RFA on Wednesday that the Tamil
Tiger rebels, who had been holding an area around the port for three months, had “gained a lot of
ground” and warned that the Indian military was “showing sympathy” for the rebels. “The
government has some problems now, and its forces have been trying to retreat in Vavuniya and
abandon it,” said the source, who did not give his name.
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